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The Texas A&M Chapter of Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, Epsilon Eta, was recently awarded two premier awards at the Fraternity’s 166th General Convention held in Scottsdale, Arizona.
The chapter was awarded the Francis A. Sisson award given to selected number of outstanding chapters of Beta Theta Pi around the nation. The chapter’s president, Ryan Zimmer, received the General Secretary’s Leadership award, given to the top chapter president in North America.
“I was fairly confident we would get the Sisson Award because the General Fraternity has the application available all year long so chapters can set short and long-term goals. There is paperwork due throughout the year so each week there is something to due. It’s nice to see the hard work of each person in our chapter rewarded,” Zimmer said. 
The Sisson award, created thirty-three years ago, is given to Beta Theta Pi chapters around the nation who excel in nineteen different areas, including scholarship, philanthropy, and public relations. Epsilon Eta qualified for the award by initiating over twenty-one new members, garnering above average grades and running the Brazos Valley Boo-seum, a carnival benefiting Brazos Valley Children’s Museum.
“I think the primary reason we won the award is because we have great communication with both the Beta Theta Pi National Office in Oxford, Ohio and our alumni,” Zimmer said. “Many younger actives in the chapter also attend leadership conferences put on by the Fraternity around the nation.”
Zimmer has served as President of Beta since April 2003. As President, his primary goal was to get parents and alumni more involved in day-to-day activities and encourage younger members of the chapter to take on leadership roles.

“I think I have had success as a President because I was able to bridge the gap between our chapter located in College Station and the Beta National Office in Oxford, Ohio,” Zimmer said. 
“As President, I wanted to focus on Beta rituals and values, notably the Men of Principle Initiative. The Men of Principle Initiative encourages brothers to develop a lifelong devotion to intellectual excellence, high standards of moral conduct and responsible citizenship.”
Patrick Cowden, a senior Environmental Design major, said Zimmer’s ability to handle every decision personally set him apart from past Beta presidents.

“Ryan brought awesome leadership skills to the table when became President,” Cowden said. “His use of every resource available to our chapter has enabled us to be a top chapter in the nation. This year he created an executive board of alumni to serve as mentors for our chapter to turn to whenever we needed to handle different situations. Our use of broad-based connections has made this chapter more successful than ever.”

Zimmer, a Civil Engineering major, admits it’s difficult to serve as President of a fraternity and stay on top of his classes. 
“I’m very time-conscious. I know what I have to get done and I make sure it gets done,” Zimmer said. “I make a schedule and stick to it. However, even with a schedule, I still have lots of late nights and early mornings.”

The Texas A&M chapter of Beta Theta Pi was created in 1987. Prior to its creation, it had been known as a local organization for men called Aggie Cowboys. Currently there are seventy-five members in the chapter.

“I’m very impressed with our Beta Theta Pi chapter as the process is very competitive and involves chapters from across the country!” Dr. Dean Bresciani, Vice President for Student Affairs said. “Aside from athletics, few of our organizations have their performance measured on a national scale, and it really says something about the accomplishments of our Greeks in general, and the Beta Theta Pi chapter particularly.”

